Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge

Grant Application Tips
Contact: Laura Larkin, Grants Director

225-344-8558 / llarkin@acgbr.com
New applicants are strongly encouraged to discuss their projects and proposals with the Interim Grants Director, Laura Larkin, before turning in their applications. This may help reduce the chance of making technical errors or omitting critical information from your request. It is also an opportunity to learn about possible changes in the Arts Council’s grant policies and applications, the application and jurying process, and available funds. 

Grant workshops are held prior to each deadline, generally at the Arts Council offices. Workshops for Decentralized Arts Funding Grants are held in each of the 11 parishes administered by the Arts Council. Contact us for dates, times, and locations.

Think through your proposal well in advance, using thoughtful planning, consulting, writing, and editing.

Develop an organized, fully developed narrative that explains in detail what you are proposing to do and how to do it. Provide a clear description of the planned activity including specific dates, times, locations, and the names and qualifications of participating artists. 

If your proposal is easy to understand, it will be easier to approve for funding. Clearly articulate the desired results of your project. Describe the lasting, positive impact it will have on the participants and the larger community.

Your budget will be examined closely. Make sure your figures are realistic and accurate. Check and re-check your addition. Above all, make sure that your projected income equals your projected expenditures. 

The grants panel appreciates professional-looking applications. Ask a colleague to critique your preliminary proposal draft, searching for typos, grammatical errors, and other potential errors. 

Supplementary materials, such as photographs, press reviews, samples, letters of support, etc. are helpful, but don’t overload your proposal with mountains of unnecessary or poorly reproduced materials. 

Keep in mind that grants are awarded competitively, and that funds available for us to distribute are fixed. Even successful applicants often receive partial rather than full funding. Research all other potential funding sources to ensure your program’s viability. 

Applications must be received in our office by 5:30pm on the due date. Late applications will not be considered.

