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$500 - $3,000 Request

Deadline February 1

The Multicultural Organization Grant (MC) program is designed to improve the ability of multicultural organizations to develop and provide public programming that reflects their ethnicity, and to attract larger audiences for their artistic endeavors. MC is funded primarily by the Baton Rouge Mayor-President and Metropolitan Council.

ELIGIBILITY

· The applicant must be a multicultural organization, defined as a formal association that has a history of working for the development, promotion, or presentation of cultural projects representing their particular ethnic communities, or an emerging organization formed to address a specific need. Applicant organizations must be located in East Baton Rouge Parish and composed primarily of individuals of ethnic minority, including but not limited to African-American, American Indian, Asian, Latino, and Pacific Islander.

· The applicant must be a nonprofit corporation, organization, association, or institution, chartered with the State of Louisiana or holding an IRS 501(c)(3) status for at least one year. No part of an eligible organization’s earnings should be used for the benefit of any individual.

· The applicant must have a board of directors and officers, as well as have evidence of community support.

· Governmental agencies, churches, synagogues, and public/private universities and schools are not eligible.

PROJECTS

Grants may be awarded for specific art projects, such as performances and exhibitions, designed to promote ethnic group participation. Grants may also be awarded for technical assistance, such as hiring a professional consultant to prepare a marketing or development plan, to give assistance in board training or audience development, or to otherwise assist in organizational development. Grants will not be awarded for non-art related expenses including but not limited to capital improvements, administrative costs, deficit funding, mortgage payments, the purchase of permanent equipment or real property, scholarship programs, events not open to the general public, travel/per diem expenses, refreshments, or fundraising events (though admission-paid events are eligible).

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

· Artistic merit

30 %

Artistic quality of the project; innovative project which stimulates the development of the arts; and quality of professional artists and/or humanists involved with the project.

· Cultural/community needs
30%

Level of impact on community need; ability to expand public awareness and involvement in the arts and humanities; potential community or audience support for the project; impact of the project on underserved groups such as ethnic minority, mentally or physically challenged, elderly, or new audiences; non-duplication of existing programs within the community; and opportunity for involvement and advancement of professional Louisiana artists and humanists.

· Applicant organization
20%

History, stability, fiscal controls; in good standing if Arts Council grants previously awarded; and ability to achieve project objectives.

· Project feasibility

20%

Clearly defined objectives; effective plan for implementation; realistic budget; and effective evaluation procedure.

FUNDING AVAILABILITY

· $500 to $3,000 per project, with no more than two projects per applicant being funded per granting round.

· The MC program will not fund 100% of a project’s cost. The organization must provide matching funds equal to 50% of the total project cost, and demonstrate the match in the application budget. The match may be a combination of cash and the value of in-kind (donated) services. Matching cash may include admission fees, donations from business and industry, or other organizational funds. Governmental funds may be used as a cash match to the extent that those funds plus Arts Council funds account for no more than one-half of the total project expenditures.

· 80% of the grant is awarded upon the signing of the contract and submission of a check request and revised budget; the remaining 20% is reimbursed after acceptance of the Final Report showing compliance with all grant requirements.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

· Applications are available at the Arts Council office, 427 Laurel St., and online at www.artsbr.org. Online applications are in Word format and provide the applicant the ability to type directly onto the form by computer. All applications must be complete and RECEIVED at the Arts Council by 5:00 p.m. on the due date. No exceptions.

· The funded project must occur between April 1 of the year applied in through the following March 31 only.

· Free grant application workshops are offered before each deadline and attendance is strongly recommended, particularly for new applicants. Check the application form or www.artsbr.org for dates and times.

· Applications may include supplemental information such as letters of support, publicity for previous events, or organizational brochures. Submit any supplemental materials with the application, not separately. Complete applications must include any attachments listed in the application form.  

GRANT REVIEW PROCESS
· A community advisory panel representing the arts, donors, business, and volunteers has responsibility for reviewing applications and making funding recommendations. This panel is appointed by the Arts Council Board of Directors.

· The Grants Department will review each application for eligibility, completeness, and budget before it is assigned to the panel for review, ranking, and financial recommendations. Incomplete applications may be deemed ineligible.

· The Arts Council Board reviews the panel’s recommendations and makes the final decisions on funding and awards. Arts Council staff will notify applicants by mail regarding the outcome approximately 2 months after the deadline.

OBLIGATIONS

Organizations receiving Arts Council grants have certain obligations to the Arts Council and must agree to the following:

.

· The recipient will notify the Arts Council and panel members of funded events so they may attend. The recipient also agrees to provide the Arts Council with four complimentary tickets to funded events.

· The recipient agrees to acknowledge the grant by using the Arts Council logo and credit statement using exact wording provided by the Arts Council on all printed materials and advertisements. In the absence of printed materials, verbal acknowledgement will be given.

· The recipient agrees to assume full liability and responsibility for the conduct of the funded project and agrees to indemnify and hold harmless agencies and corporations funding the program and the Arts Council, its Board of Directors, and its employees and volunteers. It is understood that the sole responsibility for projects rests with the recipient organization.

· The recipient must submit the Final Report to the Arts Council within 45 days after project completion. This report includes an evaluation of all activities, with a full accounting of each expense category, and copies of invoices and canceled checks reflecting proper expenditure of 100% of the Arts Council grant.

· The recipient must retain all accounting records and supporting documentation for six years following the project completion. The Arts Council or its duly authorized representatives shall have access to any books, documents, and records maintained to account for funds expended under the terms of the grant for the purposes of making audits, examinations, excerpts, and/or transcripts.

· Recipients must comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws.

PENALTIES FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY

· Failure to return the Final Report by the 45-day deadline may result in the organization’s ineligibility to apply for further grants for one year after the receipt of an acceptable Final Report.

· Failure to complete the project as contracted or submit the Final Report may result in forfeiture and/or return of funds, ineligibility to receive future funds, and other penalties deemed appropriate by the Arts Council.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact Laura Larkin, Grants Director at the Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge, 344-8558 or llarkin@acgbr.com.
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