Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge

Using a Fiscal Agent for Your DAF Grant Application

Contact: Laura Larkin, Grants Director

225-344-8558 / llarkin@acgbr.com
The Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge requires all organizations applying for grants to be registered with the State of Louisiana as a tax-exempt nonprofit organization, or have 501(c)(3) status with the Internal Revenue Service.

For some groups, and for individual artists, this exemption is not possible or has not yet been obtained. Often pilot projects, small groups, or new organizations do not yet have the longevity or expertise to apply for this tax exemption. These applicants may apply for a Decentralized Arts Funding grant as a sub-applicant, using a “Fiscal Agent” as the primary applicant. Examples of potential Fiscal Agents are local community colleges, universities, municipal government offices, or established nonprofit arts organizations in your area.

A Fiscal Agent is a nonprofit arts or community organization that already holds nonprofit status, and agrees to assume legal and financial responsibility for your project. If your grant is approved, representatives from the Fiscal Agent will sign the grant contract. They accept Arts Council funds on your behalf and disburse these funds to you through their accounts. Individual artists may apply using an eligible nonprofit organization as a Fiscal Agent for projects developed by that individual but directly benefiting the community and including community participation. This is not an individual artist fellowship or an award of merit.

The Fiscal Agent is legally responsible for handling the grant funds. Therefore we recommend that you and your Fiscal Agent know each other very well and be familiar with your history of administrative competency. We also recommend drawing up an agreement with the Fiscal Agent stipulating certain provisions, such as:

· That both the applicant and sub-applicant comply with all grant contract provisions, including the required Final Report

· That the sub-applicant periodically report to the Fiscal Agent on the progress of your program

· That you keep and supply your Fiscal Agent with copies of all receipts for grant fund and match expenditures

Some Fiscal Agents require additional stipulations, for example a co-signature on all funded checks, or a fee for their services. 

The Fiscal Agent is allowed to charge for administrative services to the sub-applicant, which must not exceed 8% of the grant amount or $150, whichever is less.

FISCAL AGENT REQUIREMENTS:

· Organizations may serve as a Fiscal Agent for up to two sub-applicants in addition to their own applications.

· Fiscal Agents must be domiciled in the same parish as the sub-applicant.

· To avoid conflict of interest, Fiscal Agents may not serve as a Provider of Service for the sub-applicant’s project.

Fiscal Agents can only be used for the Decentralized Arts Funding Grant program. For Project Assistance Grants and Multicultural Grants, applicants must themselves be nonprofit organizations.

