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Grant Application Tips





New applicants are strongly encouraged to discuss their projects and proposals with the Grants Director, Laura Larkin, before turning in their applications. This may help reduce the chance of making technical errors or omitting critical information from your request. It is also an opportunity to learn about possible changes in the Arts Council’s grant policies and applications, the application and jurying process, and available funds. 





Grant workshops are held prior to each deadline, generally at the Arts Council offices. Workshops for Decentralized Arts Funding Grants are held in each of the 11 parishes administered by the Arts Council. Contact us for dates, times, and locations.





Think through your proposal well in advance, using thoughtful planning, consulting, writing, and editing.





Develop an organized, fully developed narrative that explains in detail what you are proposing to do and how to do it. Provide a clear description of the planned activity including specific dates, times, locations, and the names and qualifications of participating artists. 





If your proposal is easy to understand, it will be easier to approve for funding. Clearly articulate the desired results of your project. Describe the lasting, positive impact it will  have on the participants and the larger community.





Your budget will be examined closely. Make sure your figures are realistic and accurate. Check and re-check your addition and make sure that all numbers match up. Above all, make sure that your projected income equals your projected expenditures. 





The grants panel appreciates professional-looking applications. Ask a colleague to critique your preliminary proposal draft, searching for typos, grammatical errors, and other potential errors. 





Supplementary materials, such as photographs, press reviews, samples, letters of support, etc. are helpful, but don’t overload your proposal with mountains of unnecessary or poorly reproduced materials. 





Keep in mind that grants are awarded competitively, and that funds available for us to distribute are fixed. Even successful applicants often receive partial rather than full funding. Research all other potential funding sources to ensure your program’s viability. 





Applications must be received in our office by 5:00pm on the due date. Late applications will not be considered.











nonprofit organizations and professional artists to undertake projects that have meaningful community involvement and impact, to provide arts activities for rural and inner-city communities and other groups that have had limited arts experiences; and to stabilize arts organizations. The Council administers this grants program for the Louisiana Division of the Arts in the 11 parish area surrounding Baton Rouge: Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Iberville, Livingston, Pointe Coupee, St. Helena, Tangipahoa, Washington, West Baton Rouge, and West Feliciana. The amount of money available in each parish is based on annual per-capita based appropriations by the state legislature. Applicants can be made in 3 categories: Project Assistance, Technical Assistance, and Organizational Support (this is the only grant which covers general operating expenses). The Decentralized Arts Funding Program is made possible by the Louisiana State Legislature. $370,000 allocated annually.





CHARLES LAMAR FAMILY FOUNDATION MANSHIP THEATRE SUBSIDY GRANT


No submission deadline


No minimum or maximum request


This grant assists nonprofit arts organizations in East Baton Rouge Parish to have performances in the Manship Theatre at the Shaw Center for the Arts by subsidizing the rental price. All performances must take place prior to March 5, 2006. Limited funds are available for this grant and applications will not be accepted once these funds are expended, so call first. Organizations may apply up to four times during the year as long as funds are still available in this grant pool.  


Funded by the Charles Lamar Family Foundation. $20,000 allocated.





Grants for Individual Artists





ARTS AMBASSADORS


Deadline February 1


$1,000 - 2,000 request


The title “Arts Ambassador” is awarded annually to 2 minority artists to honor artistic excellence, support the development of local artists, and expand the community’s awareness of local minority artists. The 2 categories are Emerging Artist ($1,000) and Established Artist ($2,000). Arts Ambassador grants are primarily funded by the Mayor-President of Baton Rouge and the Baton Rouge Metro Council. $3,000 allocated annually.
































Grants for Organizations





LOCAL PROJECT ASSISTANCE GRANTS


Deadlines February  1 and September 6


$500 -3,000 request


This program is designed to fund specific art projects presented by an organization. Its purpose is to respond to the needs of arts and humanities organizations, promote artistic collaboration, and provide the citizens of Greater Baton Rouge with diverse cultural offerings of excellence. Grants can be awarded to support costs relating to the mounting of public exhibitions, productions, artistic fees, creation of new works, compilation and publication of works with literary merit, artistic workshops, public presentations on topics of an historical or artistic interest, or other similar events. The organization must provide matching funds; in-kind funds are acceptable. Schools and universities not eligible. Project Assistance Grants are primarily funded by the Mayor-President of Baton Rouge and the Baton Rouge Metro Council. $40,000 allocated annually.





LOCAL MULTICULTURAL GRANTS


Deadline February 1


$500 - 3,000 request


This program is designed to improve the ability of multicultural organizations to develop and provide programming and to attract larger audiences for their artistic endeavors. Grants are awarded for projects designed to promote ethnic group participation. Funds can also be used for technical assistance such as hiring a professional consultant to prepare a marketing or development plan, to give assistance in board training or audience development, or otherwise assist in organizational development. The organization must provide matching funds; in-kind funds are acceptable.   School and universities not eligible. Local Multicultural Grants are primarily funded by the Mayor-President of Baton Rouge and the Baton Rouge Metro Council. $10,000 allocated annually.





DECENTRALIZED ARTS FUNDING


Deadline June 1


$20,000 maximum request or half of the funds available in your parish, whichever is less (contact the Arts Council for each parish’s funding amounts)


The Decentralized Arts Funding program is designed to ensure that citizens in all Louisiana parishes have exposure to arts and cultural programs; to encourage 





Overview


The mission of the Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge is to enhance the quality of life in our community through the arts. The arts are essential to a vibrant city. We annually award nearly $450,000 in grants to support arts and cultural programs throughout our 11-parish region. 





Funding decisions are made by panels of volunteer experts and community leaders. They carefully review all applications and make funding recommendations.





Proposals will only be considered from nonprofit organizations. We do not fund commercial ventures.





We typically do not fund general operating expenses. This includes utility or phone bills unless specifically related to the funded program, purchase of permanent equipment, development of school curriculum or teacher training, prizes, tuition, scholarships, food or refreshments, deficits incurred from past activities, fundraising, or profit-making activities. 





Grants may be used for personnel costs (including honoraria and fees), travel expenses and lodging for artists, postage relating to the program, space rental, marketing, supplies and materials, and publications. 





Artists involved must be professional artists.  Should you like recommendations on artists to use in your program, we can provide you with a copy of our Community Artist Roster.





Except for Decentralized Arts Funding Grants, all activities must take place in East Baton Rouge Parish.


 


Arts Council grants involve a partial reimbursement process. Your organization must be willing and able to temporarily cover a portion of the grant amount (20-25%, depending on your grant category) until your Final Report is received and approved, demonstrating compliance with all grant requirements. You will then be reimbursed for the remaining portion of the grant.





Proposals will not be considered from applicants who have not complied with their obligations to the Arts Council under the terms of previous grants.





A grant carries no commitment for future support beyond the term of the project. 





Grant applications are available at the Arts Council or online at www.artsbr.org.
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Laura Larkin


Grants Director


427 Laurel St.
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